
Bar Opening Times

We are now operating our 
Winter opening hours.

Opening Times for 
Members

Monday 7:30pm – 11:30pm
Monday Night Football ⚽
(every fortnight from the 

10th Feb)

Saturday Closed

Sunday 12pm – 6:30pm
Super Sunday ⚽

Hemel Hempstead Town Cricket 
Club
January 2025 Newsletter - 175th Anniversary Special!

Dear Members,

Happy New Year and welcome to my second edition of the 
newsletter. 

One good thing about me sitting here writing this in the depths of 
winter is that it means we are closer to the sunshine and the 
cricket season than we were last time! 

As we begin to get ready for another year of on-field fun, we are 
looking back and celebrating the club as it turns 175! Plans are 
rapidly evolving and everyone is working extremely hard to ensure 
the landmark year is commemorated in its deserving fashion, so 
keep your eyes peeled for more information later in the 
newsletter. 

Elsewhere, we have updates from the Players’ Meeting and the 
Dinner and Dance, as well as a few little requests to our members 
that will keep the club functioning in the fantastic way it is. 

All that amongst much other fun stuff, it looks like an exciting time 
for the club. 

Thanks for now and hope you enjoy the newsletter! 

Callum Humphrey 

View from the Chair – Professor Richard Grayson

Winter training is well underway across senior, junior and visually impaired teams, 

using facilities at Choice, Longdean and Astley Cooper.  It has been great to see 

such high attendances.

 

As 2025 begins, it is exciting to see plans unfold for a wide range of activities for the 

club’s 175th Anniversary.  A large number of you have been involved in this, but I’d 

particularly like to recognise Andy Turbutt’s energy in 

coordinating everything – thank you Andy.  

The activities begin on 22nd March 

with an evening Launch Event at the club and

 I look forward to seeing lots of you there.

Congratulations to the Sunday 
1st Team, who picked up their 
Chess Valley Division One 
winners cup and a cheque for 
£500 this week! 



HHTCC turns 175!

As you will know, this year marks the 175th year of 
Hemel Hempstead Town Cricket Club! Plans are 
progressing nicely for our celebrations, with the list 
of events and subsequent dates virtually finalised, 
and there are plenty of exciting things coming your 
way soon! Starting with our Launch Event on 
Saturday 22nd March, there’ll be fun ranging from 
parties and family fun days to horse racing and 
BBQs, with a full list below. Keep an eye out for the 
flyers containing details of some of our amazing 
events, and we also have a handbook including a 
section of ‘player profiles’ that’ll be available ready 
for launch day! Tickets for events can be purchased 
via our online shop in the Club Events section at 
HHTCC Shop portal.

Social event diary! 

https://app.joinin.online/#/app/joinin/organisation/shop/1be5c731-ef4b-436f-94ee-172580c0c1f8


HHTCC Players’ Meeting!

The annual HHTCC players’s meeting was hosted on Wednesday 15th January. Please                                 
see below some important information that came out of the discussions. 

2025 captains! 

In memory of John Birnie…

Early season schedule! 

Team Captain Vice Captain

1st XI Hemish Ilangaratne Brett Penny

2nd XI Stan Hayden Brad Finch/Aaron Wilson

3rd XI Graham Clark Nick Hodgins

4th XI Neil Morgan Tayyab Sadiq

5th XI Tony Linfoot Jim Langley

Sun 1s Brad Finch (League)
Max Clark (Friendlies)

Max Clark
Freddie Lowe

Sun 2s Tayyab Sadiq Matt Scears/Ajay Savania

Club Captain Nick Hodgins

Junior Manager Neil Morgan



Dinner and Dance 2024!

Our annual dinner and dance event was once again a 
great evening of celebration, fun and recognition for 
the outstanding performances from the 2024 season. 
Massive thanks as always to Sarah Samuels for 
organising, and plans for this year’s event are already 
well underway! 

Please see below the full list of award winners! 

Batting:
Saturday 1st Team: Hemish Ilangaratne 
Saturday 2nd Team: Ed Langley
Saturday 3rd Team: Kam Akhtar 
Saturday 4th Team: Neil Morgan 
Saturday 5th Team: Matt Scears 
Saturday 6th Team: Marlon Stewart 
Sunday 1st Team: Harry Ganley
Sunday 2nd Team: Neil Morgan

Bowling: 
Saturday 1st Team: Parth Mehta 
Saturday 2nd Team: Stan Hayden 
Saturday 3rd Team: Lucas Bertin 
Saturday 4th Team: Drew Butler 
Saturday 5th Team: Carter Botha 
Saturday 6th Team: Sol Fraz 
Sunday 1st Team: Stan Hayden
Sunday 2nd Team: Ajay Savania

Performance of the Year:
Saturday 1st Team: Brett Penny 
Saturday 2nd Team: Stan Hayden 
Saturday 3rd Team: Akshay Shay 
Saturday 4th Team: Drew Butler 
Saturday 5th Team: Harrison Brown 
Saturday 6th Team: Finn Willetts 
Sunday 1st Team: Freddie Lowe 
Sunday 2nd Team: Farhan Sadiq 

Club Person of the Year: Rebecca Kelly

Chairman’s Cup: Callum Humphrey

Niftylift Award: Sam Wheeler 

 

Congratulations to Rebecca Kelly for 
winning the prestigious Club Person of 
the Year Award. Rebecca first got 
involved in coaching at HHTCC when 
her children signed on for All Stars, 
and she went on to lead All Stars 
sessions even after her own children 
had finished the programme, running 
a number of girls teams (which she still 
does as Head of Girls’ Cricket at 
HHTCC), and assisting with several 
boys teams.  She enjoyed this so much 
that after taking coaching 
qualifications she decided on a career 
change and became Women’s and 
Girls’ Development Officer for 
Hertfordshire Cricket.  She is now the 
highest qualified coach at the club as 
the only current coach with a Level 3 
coaching award, and is an inspirational 
role model for our junior players.



Save our Sunday Opening!

Did you know the club is open all Autumn and Winter months on a Sunday?

Over the past few months, the attendances on a Sunday afternoon 
have declined to a point where the committee is considering closing 
on a Sunday during the winter.

This would be a real shame, as some Sundays are well attended, but 
for the majority we get less trade than what is needed to break even.

We have fantastic facilities, a fully stocked bar with friendly bar staff, 
comfortable soft furnishings, two large screen TV’s showing the day’s 
sporting events, along with a pool table and darts, games & activities 
for kids and free WiFi. Your well-behaved dogs are more than 
welcome too!

Please help us to make Sundays super again; your club needs you here 
all year round.

Opening Times: Sunday 12pm – 6:30pm

Event hire!

Members are reminded to promote Hemel 
Hempstead Town Cricket Club for Event Hire 
across our community…

As a Community Club, we offer our 
modern pavilion for hire, for:

► Parties

► Celebrations

► Wedding Receptions

► Reunions

► Other Events
We offer: 

► A Licensed Bar

► New Sound & Light System

► Hugely Flexible Hall Space

► Beautiful Surroundings

► Safe Outside Areas

For information and booking, see 
www.hhtcc.co.uk/pavilion-hire/

Members get preferential rates and non members 
introduced by a member can quote 

MI10% in the ‘Other Comments’ box when booking 
to receive a 10% discount on hire cost

http://www.hhtcc.co.uk/pavilion-hire/


Bar staff needed!

Are you looking to earn some extra money! We 

are looking for casual bar staff to join our team 

for weekend work. 

If you have experience that would be a bonus, 

but full training will be given. 

If you are over 18 and would like more 

information please email Joni on

hhtcc.events@gmail.com. 

Kitchen refurbishment!

We are delighted to announce that we have received a £20,000 National 
Lottery Community Fund Grant towards the full refurbishment of our kitchen. 
This will enable us to bring the kitchen up to modern commercial food use 
standard and facilitate an expansion of food options that we can deliver to our 
community. Special thanks to David & Duncan Howard and  Nick Hodgins for 
their help in delivering this project. We were also assisted in our grant 
application by Richard Sutcliffe at Funding4Sport, The Boxmoor Trust, Herts 
Disability Cricket, Herts County Cricket and everyone who completed our 
Facebook Surveys. We expect the work to be completed before the start of the 
forthcoming cricket season (no pressure Hodgy!).

Need new playing kit?

Romida is our clothing partner 
and can fulfil all your season 
equipment needs. 

You can check out their range of 
equipment and order your 
personalised Hemel gear today. 

Follow the link to visit our club 
shop and see the full range of 
available gear today! 

https://www.romida.co.uk/hemel
-hempstead-town-cc.

 

mailto:hhtcc.events@gmail.com
https://www.romida.co.uk/hemel-hempstead-town-cc
https://www.romida.co.uk/hemel-hempstead-town-cc


The Club needs YOUR help! 

Our annual working party is set to get to work again this year on the 12th April, 
with a 9.30 start. This is essential in preparing our club for the cricket season so 
lend a spare hand and get stuck in if you’re around!

Weekly coaching sessions for the future of the club need coaches! Please see 
the details below and get involved if you can…



Support HHTCC as You Shop Online

NOW AVAILABLE AS AN APP FROM YOUR APP STORE
 
Taking just 3 easy steps, you could help the Club to raise money as 
you shop online at over 6,200 shops and sites (including Amazon, 
eBay, John Lewis, M&S, Next, Sainsbury’s, ASOS, Moonpig, Argos, 
Booking.com, Screwfix, etc.) without any cost to you.
 
HHTCC are a registered good cause at easyfunding.co.uk, 
so all you have to do to is:
 
1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hhtcc/ and click ‘Support us for 
free’
2. Create an account with Facebook or Email, entering some very basic information
3. Login and set a Donation Reminder so that you will be reminded whenever you are 
shopping on a website that makes donations to HHTCC via easyfunding.org.uk.
 
Thereafter, all you have to do is ‘Activate your Donation’ when you are reminded that 
you are using a website that is affiliated to easyfunding.org.uk. It’s as simple as that 
and costs you nothing.
 
Donations from retailers vary (usually between 0.5% and 7.5% of your purchase) whilst 
the Club can earn big donations if you book travel and hotels, buy insurance, make 
business purchases, take out mobile & broadband deals, purchase electrical goods or 
compare deals and make purchases. We also get a £5 bonus if we refer a friend.
 
So please take the time to follow the 3 easy steps and get free donations to the Club as 
you shop online and download the easyfundraising App so that purchases on your 
mobile devices are captured too.

Visually Impaired Cricket

We have already held two winter training sessions and are building up to playing 

our first match as ‘Hertfordshire Comets’ at HHTCC on 13th July.  But we do need 

more players and it would be great if people could spread the word using this link: 

https://bcew.co.uk/the-clubs/hertfordshire-comets/ 

In particularly, while it is said to be hard to recruit completely blind players, we 

have done well in doing so, but have had less success in finding players with other 

visual impairments.  It is possible that such people do not think that VI cricket is for 

them, but if you know of people who would be considered ‘partially sighted’, it 

would be great if you could mention VI cricket to them.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hhtcc/
https://bcew.co.uk/the-clubs/hertfordshire-comets/


100 Club Update 

More details about the 100 Club can be found here: 

https://www.hhtcc.co.uk/membership#100Club 

Costing just £1 a month it’s a real bargain! Each number has over a one in three chance of 
winning a prize throughout the year and there’s also a bumper jackpot Christmas draw. 

Excluding prize money, all funds raised go back into the club and this year, it will be 
contributing to the 175th Anniversary Fundraising pot.

Here is a full list of last year’s winners of the 100 Club :

This year the 100 Club has grown, and the monthly prizes have increased for 2025

Monthly prizes are now:

1st Place - £30
2nd Place - £20
3rd Place - £10 £15
4th Place - £5   £10

If you would like to join the 100 Club, no draws are made until March, so you still have time, 
but please act now !! 

Contact Mike Samuels @ hhtcc.members@gmail.com for to apply.

Month 1st Winner 2nd Winner 3rd Winner 4th Winner

January £30 Mel Hones £20 Sarah Samuels £10 Dudley Warnford £5 Tony Dunsford

February £30 Robert Lane £20 Shay Smith £10 Bessie Howard £5 Paul Thompson

March £30 Martin Wright £20 Sophie Samuels £10 Mel Hones £5 Paul Thompson

April £30 Sue Turbutt £20 Rachael Phipps £10 Alan Morton £5 Han Van Reen

May £30 Akshay Shah £20 Karen Breed £10 Nick Hodgins £5 Steve Smith

June £30 Imogen Wright £20 Mel Hones £10 Jonathan Grainger-Carr £5 Phil Smith

July £30 Cyril Turbutt £20 Marlon Stewart £10 Robert Lane £5 Sarah Samuels

August £30 Steve Smith £20 Phil Smith £10 Guy Fowler £5 Ben Clark

September £30 Kevin Sears £20 Antony Lynch £10 Martin Botha £5 Lal Ilangaratne

October £30 Ed Grayson £20 Derek Tomlin £10 Alice Morgan £5 Jim Langley

November £30 Sarah Samuels £20 Tina Hodgins £10 Phil Costard £5 Sam Wheeler

December 100 Max Clark £75 Chris Weaver £50 Clementine Birnie £25 Akshay Shah

Dec 5th Place £15 Dudley Warnford

December/Xmas draw the prizes are:

1st Place - £100
2nd Place - £75
3rd Place - £50
4th Place - £25
5th Place - £15

https://www.hhtcc.co.uk/membership#100Club
mailto:hhtcc.members@gmail.com


Sponsorship Update
We have been blessed with the tremendous support of our Sponsors this season and we would 
like to say a special thanks to them all. A full list can be found below, along with what they do. 
Most offer discounted services to HHTCC Members so please take a look and give them a 
chance to quote for you if you, a friend or associate has need of their services.

Club Sponsor: GRS - Britain’s leading supply-chain partner for sourcing, production, 
transportation and processing of construction aggregates and waste materials
Junior Sponsor: Carrob Controls & Services - building and energy management systems 
Junior & Senior Ball Sponsor: Vertex Agility - global digital consultancy delivering on-demand 
tech teams
Junior Coaches and Frogbox Sponsor: Soilex - experts in construction waste management 
solutions 
Grand Union Girls Cricket Sponsor: Brightwell Aerials - residential and commercial installation, 
repair and replacement of satellite, aerial, TV, wi-fi and CCTV security
Nursery Ground Sponsor: The Steel Team - the biggest steel fabricators in the South East
Bar Sponsor: Skyjack - provide quality engineered, simple and reliable access and material 
handling equipment globally
Scoreboard Sponsor: Niftylift - manufacture and sell environmentally conscious mobile 
elevating work platforms (MEWPs)
Heath Park Cup Sponsor: Adex - supply and installation of office interior, industrial area and 
storage fit outs

Other Sponsors:
Bedford Plant Hire - hire of equipment ranging from electric hand tools to MEWPs, excavators, 
road sweepers and site accommodation
Britton Roofing - complete roofing solutions
Cooper Skip Hire - skip, grab, roll on roll off & portaloo hire and demolition services
CRK Windows - specialise in windows, French doors, front doors, back doors, bi folding doors, 
conservatories and sliding doors
Hemel Trophies & Jewellers - selling trophies, cups, medals, badges, glass awards, shields, 
plaques and jewellery, as well as engraving and repairs
Hicks - specialise in taxation, accounting, auditing and consultancy services for individual and 
corporate clients
Hiller Hopkins - provide accountancy advice and support to individuals and businesses
PACAIR - provide bespoke design and distribution of air conditioning products, along with 
outstanding technical support
Pictons - regional law firm offering legal advice for you, your family and your business
Raja Tandoori - restaurant and take away service based in Apsley, offering fine Indian cuisine
Star Platforms - UK wide powered access hire service including a comprehensive range of 
scissor lifts, cherry pickers and low-level platforms
Westbrook Hay - outstanding 
coeducational independent 
school from 3-16 years, 
now extending to Year 11 
and offering GCSE 
qualifications. 













Useful Contacts

Chairperson: Professor Richard Grayson – hhtcc.chair@gmail.com

 

Membership Secretary: Mike Samuels – hhtcc.members@gmail.com

 

Bar and Functions Manager: Joni McNicholas – hhtcc.events@gmail.com

Social Media Manager: Stan Hayden – hhtcc.media@gmail.com

Got a story?

If you have any news or photos you’d like to share in the next newsletter or have 
any feedback then please email: hhtcc.members@gmail.com. We’d love to hear 

from you!

Keep your eyes peeled for the next newsletter coming soon.

~ Callum + Mike ~

Follow us on social media

                       @HHTCC

           @HHTCC1850             @hemelhempsteadtown

www.hhtcc.co.uk

@HHTCC1850

mailto:hhtcc.chair@gmail.com
mailto:hhtcc.members@gmail.com
mailto:hhtcc.events@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/HHTCC
https://www.instagram.com/hemelhempsteadtown/
https://www.hhtcc.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@hhtcc1850?Sub_confirmation=1

